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infidel and the professor david hume adam smith an intriguing phrase that beckons us into the
world of Enlightenment thinkers, skepticism, and groundbreaking ideas about morality, economics,
and human nature. Central to this discourse are the influential philosophers David Hume and Adam
Smith?two towering figures whose works have profoundly shaped modern thought. Exploring their
lives, philosophies, and the sometimes controversial label of "infidel" attached to their ideas offers a
fascinating window into the intellectual upheavals of the 18th century.

Understanding the Term "Infidel" in the Context of Enlightenment
Thinkers

What Does "Infidel" Mean?

The term "infidel" historically refers to someone who does not believe in a particular religion,
especially Christianity or Islam. During the Enlightenment, it was often used pejoratively to describe
thinkers whose ideas challenged religious orthodoxy, particularly those advocating reason over faith.
Why Were Enlightenment Thinkers Sometimes Called Infidels?

Many Enlightenment philosophers, including David Hume and Adam Smith, promoted ideas that

guestioned traditional religious beliefs:

- Emphasizing reason, empiricism, and scientific inquiry
- Critiquing religious dogma
- Advocating for secular governance and ethics

These positions led religious authorities and conservative factions to label them as "infidels" or
skeptics, often dismissing their contributions as dangerous to moral and social order.

David Hume: The Empiricist and Skeptic
Biographical Overview

David Hume (1711?1776), a Scottish philosopher, historian, and economist, is renowned for his
empiricism and skepticism:
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- Born in Edinburgh, Scotland
- Studied at the University of Edinburgh
- His works challenge the foundations of knowledge, religion, and morality

Philosophical Contributions
Hume's philosophy revolutionized the understanding of human cognition and ethics:
- Empiricism: Knowledge derives from sensory experience
- Problem of Induction: Questions the justification of inductive reasoning
- Miracles and Religion: Critiques religious claims, asserting they lack empirical support
- Moral Philosophy: Advocates for moral judgments based on sentiment, not reason
Hume?s View on Religion and the "Infidel" Label
Hume's skepticism about religious dogma made him a target of religious critics:
- His critiques of miracles and divine intervention were seen as undermining faith

- His writings on natural religion questioned the rational basis for belief in God
- Some considered him an "infidel" because he challenged established religious doctrines

Legacy and Impact
Despite the controversy, Hume's ideas laid the groundwork for modern empiricism and secular

ethics:

- Influenced later philosophers like Immanuel Kant
- Contributed to the development of scientific skepticism
- Shifted the discourse toward reasoned inquiry over faith
Adam Smith: The Moral Philosopher and Economist

Biographical Overview

Adam Smith (1723?1790), a Scottish moral philosopher and economist, is best known for:

- His seminal work, The Wealth of Nations
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- Foundations of modern economics and capitalism
- His earlier work, The Theory of Moral Sentiments

Philosophical Contributions
Smith's ideas bridged moral philosophy and economic theory:

- Moral Philosophy: Emphasized sympathy, virtue, and social harmony

- Economics: Advocated for free markets, the "invisible hand," and minimal government
intervention

- Human Nature: Believed individuals pursue self-interest, which inadvertently benefits society

Why Was Adam Smith Considered an "Infidel"?

While not a skeptic in the religious sense, Smith?s emphasis on rational self-interest and economic
pragmatism sometimes clashed with religious moral frameworks:

- His advocacy for economic liberty was viewed by some as undermining traditional moral
authority

- His approach to human nature?focused on self-interest?challenged the notion of divine moral
order

- Some critics accused him of secularism that bordered on skepticism about religious morals

Legacy and Influence
Smith's work transformed economic thought and ethics:
- Laid the foundations for classical economics

- Influenced capitalism's development
- Promoted the idea that individual pursuit of self-interest could serve the common good

The Intersection of Faith, Skepticism, and Enlightenment Rationalism
Philosophical Tensions

The 18th-century Enlightenment was characterized by a tension:
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- Between religious authority and reason-based inquiry
- Between faith-based morality and secular ethics
- Between traditional beliefs and emerging scientific understandings
Hume and Smith exemplify this tension:
- Hume's skepticism and critique of religion challenged religious orthodoxy
- Smith's focus on human nature and economic systems emphasized secular, rational

foundations

Reactions from Religious Authorities
Many religious leaders viewed these thinkers as dangerous:
- Labeling Hume an "infidel" because of his skepticism
- Warning that Smith's economic liberalism threatened moral order
- Sometimes censoring or dismissing their works
Modern Perspectives
Today, the ideas of Hume and Smith are appreciated for their contributions to:
- Scientific skepticism
- Moral philosophy based on human nature

- Economic systems emphasizing free markets

The term "infidel" is largely historical, but the debates about faith, reason, and morality continue to
be relevant.

Legacy of David Hume and Adam Smith in Contemporary Thought
Influence on Philosophy and Economics
- Hume's empiricism and skepticism underpin modern scientific methodology

- Smith?s ideas about markets and human nature influence contemporary economics and political
theory
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Reevaluation of Their "Infidel" Labels

- Recognized as pioneers of secular and rational thought
- Their critiques helped foster a more scientific and less dogmatic approach to understanding
human society

Modern Ethical and Economic Frameworks

- Ethical systems now incorporate insights from Hume?s sentiment-based morality
- Economic policies often reflect Smith?s principles of free enterprise and limited government

Conclusion

The phrase "infidel and the professor David Hume Adam Smith an" encapsulates a pivotal era of
intellectual transformation. While they were labeled skeptics or "infidels" by some of their
contemporaries, their ideas have endured, shaping modern science, ethics, and economics.
Understanding their philosophies helps us appreciate the ongoing dialogue between faith, reason,
and human progress?a dialogue that continues to influence contemporary society.

Meta Description:

Explore the lives and legacies of David Hume and Adam Smith, their roles as Enlightenment
thinkers labeled as "infidels," and their profound influence on philosophy, economics, and secular
thought.

Infidel and the Professor: David Hume and Adam Smith ? A Deep Dive into Enlightenment Thinkers

The intellectual landscape of the 18th century was profoundly shaped by figures whose ideas
continue to influence philosophy, economics, and political thought today. Among these were David
Hume and Adam Smith?two towering minds whose work not only defined the Scottish
Enlightenment but also challenged traditional religious and social assumptions of their time. Their
relationship, ideas, and legacy are often intertwined, yet each presents a distinct perspective on
human nature, morality, and society. This article aims to explore the complex interplay between
Hume's skepticism and empiricism, Smith's moral philosophy and economic theories, and the
broader context of their contributions to Enlightenment thought, especially focusing on themes of
faith, reason, and the role of religion in public life.

Introduction: The Enlightenment Context and the Infidel Label
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The 18th-century Enlightenment was characterized by an emphasis on reason, scientific inquiry, and
skepticism towards traditional authority?particularly religious authority. Within this milieu, figures like
David Hume and Adam Smith were both celebrated and controversial. Both men challenged
orthodox religious doctrines, leading some contemporaries and later critics to label them as
?infidels??a term used pejoratively to describe those who rejected or questioned religious faith.

Hume, with his empiricist philosophy and skeptical approach to religious dogma, became
emblematic of secular rationalism. His critique of religion, especially in works like Dialogues
Concerning Natural Religion and An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, questioned the
rational basis of divine existence and miracles. Smith, while less overtly skeptical, also engaged in
critiques of religious institutions, especially in his moral philosophy, emphasizing human sympathy
and moral sentiments over divine command.

Understanding their ideas requires contextualizing their approach to faith and reason, as well as
examining how their personal beliefs?whether explicitly stated or inferred?shaped their philosophical
output.

David Hume: The Skeptic and the Empiricist
Philosophy of Religion and Skepticism

David Hume?s approach to religion was groundbreaking and controversial. His empiricist stance
held that human knowledge derives from sensory experience, leading him to question claims that
cannot be empirically verified. This skepticism extended to religious doctrines, miracles, and the
concept of divine intervention.

Key points of Hume?s critique include:

- Miracles as Violations of Natural Law: In An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Hume
argued that reports of miracles are less credible than the natural laws they purportedly violate, due
to human tendency toward credulity and the unreliability of testimonial evidence.

- Problem of Induction: Hume highlighted the limitations of human reason, especially in making
inductive inferences, which underpins scientific and religious reasoning alike.

- Natural Religion and the Limits of Rationality: In Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, Hume
presented characters debating the existence of God, ultimately leading to skepticism about the
rational proofs of divine beings.

Implications of Hume?s Skepticism:

Hume?s critique was often seen as atheistic or agnostic, leading critics to brand him an ?infidel.?
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His views effectively separated moral and religious sentiments from divine authority, emphasizing
human psychology and experience as the basis for understanding the world.

Hume?s Moral Philosophy and Its Secular Foundations

Beyond religion, Hume?s moral philosophy was grounded in human sentiment rather than divine
command. His famous assertion that ?reason is, and ought only to be the slave of the passions?
underscores his belief that morality arises from emotional responses, not divine injunctions.

Key aspects of Hume?s moral philosophy:

- Sentimentalism: Moral judgments are rooted in feelings of approval or disapproval.

- Utility and Sympathy: Moral systems develop through social utility and the capacity for sympathy
among humans.

- Secular Morality: Morality, for Hume, is a human construct, not derived from divine revelation,
making him a foundational figure in secular ethics.

Adam Smith: Moral Philosopher and Economist
From Moral Sentiments to Wealth of Nations

Adam Smith is best known for The Wealth of Nations, which laid the foundations of classical
economics. However, his earlier work, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, reveals a profound interest
in morality, sympathy, and human nature?concepts that underpin his economic theories.

Core themes in Smith?s moral philosophy:

- Sympathy as a Moral Foundation: Humans have an innate capacity to sympathize, which forms
the basis of moral judgments.

- The ?Impartial Spectator?: Moral behavior involves imagining oneself as an impartial observer,
guiding ethical conduct.

- Moral Sentiments and Social Harmony: Moral behavior promotes social cohesion, which is
essential for economic development.

Transition to Economics:
Smith believed that self-interest, when guided by moral considerations and competition, leads to

social benefits?a concept he famously articulated as the ?invisible hand.? His economic theories
emphasized free markets, division of labor, and limited government intervention.



Infidel And The Professor David Hume Adam Smith An Full Version Vol. 2022, Issue 9

Religion and Morality in Smith?s Thought
While Smith was critical of religious dogmatism, he did not dismiss religion entirely. Instead, he

viewed religious institutions as part of the social fabric, influencing morality and social order. His
writings suggest a nuanced stance:

- Religion as a Social Utility: Religious practices reinforce social cohesion and moral behavior.
- Skepticism of Organized Religion: Smith expressed reservations about the excesses of religious
authority, aligning with Enlightenment skepticism.

Intersections and Divergences: Hume and Smith?s Views on Faith
Shared Skepticism and Secular Humanism
Both Hume and Smith shared a skeptical attitude toward organized religion and divine authority,
which aligned with Enlightenment ideals of rational inquiry and empirical evidence. Their views
contributed to a broader movement towards secular humanism.
Common perspectives include:

- Emphasis on human reason and experience as sources of knowledge.

- Critique of religious dogma as a source of social conflict.

- Belief in morality rooted in human sentiments rather than divine command.
Differences in Approach and Emphasis
Despite their similarities, notable differences distinguish their perspectives:
| Aspect | David Hume | Adam Smith |

| Primary Focus | Epistemology, skepticism, moral psychology | Moral philosophy, economics, social
order |

| View on Religion | Critical, skeptical of divine claims | Cautiously skeptical, sees religion as social
utility |

| Personal Beliefs | Likely agnostic or skeptical | Deist or theist, but pragmatic about religion?s social
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role |
Implications of their differences:

Hume?s radical skepticism challenged religious orthodoxy outright, bordering on atheism, whereas
Smith?s approach was more pragmatic, recognizing religion?s societal functions while expressing
reservations about institutionalized faith.

The Legacy: Infidel Labels and Enlightenment Impact
Contemporary and Later Interpretations

The label ?infidel? has historically been applied to thinkers like Hume and Smith due to their
guestioning of religious authority. Their ideas, however, laid critical groundwork for subsequent
secular thought, liberal philosophy, and modern economics.

Impact includes:

- The development of secular ethics detached from divine command.
- The rise of empirical science and rational inquiry.
- The challenge to religious authority in public life and governance.

Assessment of Their Contributions Today

Modern scholarship largely recognizes Hume and Smith as complex individuals whose skepticism
and emphasis on human reason contributed to a more nuanced understanding of morality, society,
and economics. Their work exemplifies a transition from faith-based authority toward
evidence-based inquiry and human-centered ethics.

Conclusion: The Enlightenment?s Infidels and Their Enduring
Influence

David Hume and Adam Smith stand as emblematic figures of the Enlightenment?s challenge to
traditional religious authority. Their skepticism, rooted in empirical and humanist principles,
guestioned the divine basis of morality and knowledge, paving the way for modern secular thought.
While their personal beliefs may have varied?Hume?s more overtly skeptical stance and Smith?s
pragmatic approach?they both contributed to a worldview that prioritized human reason, social
utility, and moral sentiment over divine revelation.

Their legacy persists in contemporary debates about the role of religion in public life, the foundations
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of ethics, and the nature of human understanding. Recognizing their contributions helps us
appreciate the profound transformation in thought that characterized the Enlightenment era?a
transformation driven by minds that dared to question, to doubt, and ultimately, to seek a rational
understanding of human existence free from the shadows of unquestioned faith.
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Note: For a comprehensive understanding, readers are encouraged to explore both primary texts
and scholarly analyses that contextualize Hume?s and Smith?s contributions within the broader
Enlightenment movement.

QuestionAnswer Who are the main authors associated with the works titled 'Infidel' and 'The
Professor'? The works titled 'Infidel' and 'The Professor' are often associated with authors like David
Hume and Adam Smith, who are influential figures in philosophy and economics. What is the
significance of David Hume in relation to 'Infidel' themes? David Hume is known for his skeptical and
empiricist approach, often challenging religious orthodoxy, which aligns with ‘infidel' themes of
guestioning faith and authority. How does Adam Smith's work relate to the concept of the 'professor’
in philosophical or economic contexts? Adam Smith, as a foundational economist and moral
philosopher, is often regarded as a 'professor' of moral sentiments and free-market principles,
influencing modern economic thought. Are 'Infidel’ and 'The Professor' specific titles of books or
broader themes in philosophy? They are broader themes within philosophy and literature; 'Infidel’
relates to skepticism or disbelief, while "The Professor' can refer to academic authority or
philosophical mentorship. What role did David Hume and Adam Smith play in the Scottish
Enlightenment? Both David Hume and Adam Smith were leading figures of the Scottish
Enlightenment, contributing significantly to philosophy, economics, and social theory. In what ways
do the ideas of Hume and Smith intersect or diverge regarding religion and morality? Hume was
skeptical of religious dogma and emphasized empirical morality, while Smith focused on moral
sentiments and social harmony, with some overlap in their secular approaches to morality. Are there
any contemporary discussions linking 'infidel' ideas to modern secularism or atheism? Yes, modern
secularism and atheism often draw on Enlightenment ideas promoted by Hume and Smith,
emphasizing reason and skepticism over religious authority. What influence did 'The Professor’
character have in philosophical literature? 'The Professor' is a common archetype representing
academic authority and intellectual mentorship, often used in philosophical dialogues to explore
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ideas of education and expertise. Can you recommend any works that explore the relationship
between Hume, Smith, and themes of skepticism and morality? Yes, 'The Philosophy of David
Hume' and 'The Wealth of Nations' by Adam Smith are foundational texts that explore skepticism,
morality, and economic principles, providing insight into their interconnected ideas.

Related keywords: infidel, professor, david hume, adam smith, philosophy, enlightenment,
skepticism, economics, moral philosophy, Scottish Enlightenment

ADAM IN SEVENTEENTH CENTURY POLITICAL WRITING IN

Adam In Seventeenth Century Political Writing In

E

Adam in Seventeenth Century Political Writing in England: Exploring the Symbolism and
In?uence

adam in seventeenth century political writing in e serves as a fascinating lens
through which to examine the evolving ideas of governance, authority, and human nature
during this turbulent period in English history. From the aftermath of the English Civil War
to the philosophical debates leading up to the Glorious Revolution, the ?gure of ?Adam?
was often invoked?not merely as a biblical character, but as a potent symbol in political
discourse. Understanding how Adam was represented and interpreted helps illuminate the
broader ideological currents that shaped seventeenth-century English political thought.
The Context of Seventeenth Century Political Writing in England

Before diving into the speci?c role of Adam in political writings, it?s essential to grasp the

historical and intellectual backdrop of seventeenth-century England. This era was marked
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by profound political upheaval: the clash between monarchy and Parliament, religious
con?icts, and the rise of new philosophical ideas about the nature of power and society.
During this century, political writers grappled with questions about the divine right of
kings, the legitimacy of rebellion, and the foundation of just government. The Bible
remained a critical source of authority and metaphor, making ?gures like Adam fertile
ground for political allegory and argumentation.

Adam as a Political Symbol

Adam, the ?rst man according to Christian tradition, was more than a religious icon in
seventeenth-century political thought. Writers used the story of Adam?s creation, fall, and
exile as a framework to discuss human nature, authority, and the origins of political order.
For instance, Adam?s position in the Garden of Eden?created by God, endowed with free
will but ultimately disobedient?was interpreted as a metaphor for the ideal subject or
ruler. Was man naturally obedient to divine authority, or prone to corruption and
rebellion? Political theorists wrestled with these questions, often referencing Adam to
support their viewpoints.

Key Political Writers and Their Use of Adam

Several prominent seventeenth-century English thinkers incorporated the ?gure of Adam
into their writings, each bringing unique perspectives that re?ected the era?s ideological
battles.

John Milton and the Political Adam

John Milton, best known for his epic poem *Paradise Lost*, also engaged deeply with
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political themes. Milton?s portrayal of Adam and the Fall was imbued with ideas about
freedom, obedience, and tyranny. He depicted Adam as a ?gure whose fall was tied to the
misuse of free will, a concept that resonated with contemporary debates about
governance and individual liberty.

Milton?s Adam is not simply a passive character but an active agent whose choices have
political implications. This portrayal in?uenced republican and anti-monarchical writers
who emphasized the importance of consent and moral responsibility in rulers and subjects
alike.

Thomas Hobbes and the State of Nature

While Hobbes didn?t focus exclusively on Adam, his political philosophy is deeply
connected to interpretations of humanity?s original condition, which often drew upon
biblical narratives. Hobbes? *Leviathan* describes a ?state of nature? that can be seen as
a secularized version of the prelapsarian world?Adam?s existence before the Fall.

In Hobbes? view, humans in this natural state are driven by self-interest and con?ict,
necessitating a strong sovereign to maintain order. The biblical Adam?s transition from
paradise to a world of hardship paralleled Hobbes? argument for an absolute authority to
prevent societal chaos.

Theological Underpinnings and Political Implications

The intertwining of theology and politics was particularly pronounced in seventeenth-

century England. The ?gure of Adam was often employed to justify or critique political
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authority, depending on the writer?s religious and political stance.

Adam and the Doctrine of Original Sin

Original Sin, stemming from Adam?s transgression, became a crucial theological concept
in?uencing political thought. If humans are inherently ?awed and sinful, as the doctrine
suggests, what does this mean for political leaders and the governed? Should rulers be
absolute to control mankind?s baser instincts, or should political systems be designed to
accommodate human fallibility?

This theological debate had practical consequences. For example, advocates of the divine
right of kings argued that since Adam was created by God, earthly rulers derived their
authority similarly, by divine ordination. Conversely, more radical thinkers questioned this
premise, using Adam?s fallibility as proof that no earthly ruler should claim absolute
power.

Natural Law and Adam?s Legacy

The concept of natural law, often linked to Adam as the original lawgiver before the
Mosaic code, was central to seventeenth-century political theory. Writers debated whether
natural law was accessible through reason and whether it provided a basis for resistance
against unjust rulers.

Some political theorists saw Adam as the embodiment of natural law, whose initial
obedience set a standard for political order. Others interpreted the Fall as a rupture in
natural law?s authority, underscoring the need for social contracts and institutional

governance.
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Adam in Seventeenth Century Political Pamphlets and Polemics

The seventeenth century witnessed a ?ourishing of political pamphlets and polemical
writings, where the ?gure of Adam was frequently invoked. These pamphlets often aimed
to sway public opinion during times of crisis, such as the Civil War and the Interregnum.
Adam as a Metaphor for Political Renewal

In some radical pamphlets, Adam symbolized a fresh start or the possibility of political
regeneration. Just as Adam represented the ?rst human and the beginning of humanity,
writers suggested that England could be reborn through revolutionary change.

This metaphor was powerful in debates about monarchy, republicanism, and religious
reform. By evoking Adam, authors connected contemporary political struggles to a cosmic
narrative of fall and redemption, making their arguments resonate on both spiritual and
political levels.

Critiques of Political Authority Using the Adam Narrative

Conversely, opponents of absolute monarchy used Adam?s story to challenge the
legitimacy of unchecked power. They argued that just as Adam was accountable to God,
earthly rulers must also be subject to law and moral constraints.

These critiques often emphasized Adam?s initial equality and freedom before the Fall,
asserting that political authority should re?ect these natural rights. This line of reasoning
laid early groundwork for later concepts of constitutionalism and individual rights.

Why Understanding Adam in Seventeenth Century Political
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Writing Matters Today

Engaging with the ?gure of Adam in seventeenth-century political writing o?ers valuable
insights into how foundational ideas about authority, freedom, and human nature were
constructed. These debates didn?t just shape their own time; they in?uenced the
development of modern political philosophy and democratic thought.

For students and enthusiasts of history, literature, or political theory, exploring Adam?s
role in this context reveals the deep connections between religion and politics, and how
symbolic narratives can drive real-world change. Moreover, it reminds us that political
ideas are often rooted in stories we inherit and reinterpret across generations.

Tips for Further Exploration

If you?re interested in delving deeper into this topic, consider these approaches:

Read primary texts like John Milton?s *Paradise Lost* alongside his political prose to

see how Adam?s image shifts.

Explore Thomas Hobbes? *Leviathan* with attention to how biblical concepts

in?uence his political theory.

Investigate the pamphlet culture of the English Civil War to observe how Adam was
3.

used in persuasive rhetoric.

Compare seventeenth-century interpretations of Adam with those from other
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historical periods to understand evolving political symbolism.

By weaving together theology, literature, and politics, the ?gure of Adam in seventeenth-
century political writing in England remains a rich subject for understanding the roots of
modern political ideas and the enduring power of symbolic language.

Question

Answer

Who is the most notable 'Adam’

referenced in seventeenth

century political writing in

England?

The most notable ‘Adam’ referenced in seventeenth

century English political writing is likely Adam

Smith, although he was more prominent in the

eighteenth century. In the seventeenth century,

'‘Adam’ could also refer to Adam Winthrop or Adam

Loftus, but speci?c references depend on the

context.

How did seventeenth century

political writers in England use
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the ?gure of Adam from the

Bible?

Seventeenth century English political writers often
used the biblical ?gure of Adam symbolically to
discuss themes of original sin, natural law, and the
origins of government and society.

What role did the concept of

Adam's fall play in seventeenth

century English political theory?

Adam'’s fall was frequently used as a metaphor for
the corrupted state of mankind, justifying the need
for government authority and social order in
seventeenth century English political thought.

Are there any speci?c political

texts from the seventeenth

century that discuss Adam in the

context of governance?

Yes, works such as John Milton's 'Paradise Lost' and
writings by political theorists like Thomas Hobbes
and John Locke reference Adam to explore the

nature of authority, sovereignty, and human nature.

Vol. 2022, Issue 9
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How did seventeenth century

political writing in England

interpret Adam's creation in

relation to natural rights?

Seventeenth century political writers often
interpreted Adam's creation as the origin of natural
rights, suggesting that human beings have inherent
rights granted by God from the moment of creation.
Did seventeenth century English

political writers link Adam to the

idea of the social contract?

Yes, some political theorists used the ?gure of Adam
to symbolize the original state of mankind before
society, laying the groundwork for social contract
theories about the formation of government.

What in?uence did religious

views on Adam have on

seventeenth century political

writing in England?

Religious views on Adam, particularly Protestant

Vol. 2022, Issue 9
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interpretations, heavily in?uenced political writing

by emphasizing human depravity, the need for

divine authority, and the legitimacy of monarchy or

governance.

How was Adam used to discuss

monarchy and divine right in

seventeenth century English

political texts?

Adam was sometimes portrayed as the ?rst ruler

appointed by God, serving as a precedent for the

divine right of kings and the legitimacy of

monarchical authority.

Is there evidence of ‘Adam’ being

used metaphorically in the

political pamphlets and debates

during the English Civil War?

Yes, political pamphlets during the English Civil War

often invoked Adam metaphorically to debate issues

of authority, obedience, and rebellion, re?ecting on

the original order and its disruption.

*Adam in Seventeenth Century Political Writing in England: An Analytical Review**

Vol. 2022, Issue 9
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adam in seventeenth century political writing in e prominently surfaces as a
recurring motif that re?ects broader ideological and theological concerns within the
turbulent political landscape of England during this period. The ?gure of Adam, drawn
primarily from biblical sources, was frequently invoked by political writers, theologians,
and philosophers to construct arguments about governance, social order, and human
nature. This article explores the multifaceted role of Adam in seventeenth-century political
discourse, emphasizing how his representation intersected with evolving political theories
and religious debates.

The Symbolism of Adam in Seventeenth Century Political

Thought

The seventeenth century in England was marked by civil wars, the rise and fall of
monarchies, and intense debates about authority and liberty. Within this context, the
biblical Adam became a powerful symbol for political writers seeking to justify or critique
existing power structures. Adam?s primordial role as the ?rst human and archetype of
innocence and fallibility provided a rich allegorical framework for discussions about
original sin, human nature, and the legitimacy of political authority.

Political treatises and sermons often employed Adam to question the divine right of kings
or to assert the natural rights of individuals. For example, royalist writers sometimes
emphasized Adam?s creation by God as a parallel to the divine ordination of monarchs,

reinforcing hierarchical governance. Conversely, republican or parliamentary thinkers
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highlighted Adam?s fall and subsequent loss of innocence to argue for the necessity of
social contracts and checks on power.

Adam and the Divine Right of Kings

In royalist political writing, Adam was frequently portrayed as the ?rst monarch, appointed
directly by God to rule over creation. This interpretation was used to legitimize the
authority of kings, suggesting a continuous divine mandate from Adam to contemporary
rulers. The concept of Adam as a sovereign ?gure underpinned arguments for hierarchical
obedience and the sanctity of monarchical power.

Writers such as Sir Robert Filmer in his seminal work *Patriarcha* leaned heavily on the
Adamic analogy. Filmer contended that just as Adam held absolute authority over his
family and the broader human domain, so too did kings possess unquestionable
sovereignty over their subjects. This Adamic paradigm thus became a cornerstone for
royalist resistance to parliamentary challenges during the English Civil War.

Adam as a Model for Natural Rights and Social Contract Theories

On the opposite end of the political spectrum, thinkers in?uenced by emerging
Enlightenment ideas reinterpreted Adam?s story to support notions of equality and
consent. The fallibility of Adam underscored human imperfection, which in turn
guestioned absolute authority and emphasized the necessity for mutual agreements
among individuals to establish legitimate governance.

Political philosophers like John Locke reimagined Adam?s state as one of natural freedom

and equality, prior to the establishment of government. Locke?s *Two Treatises of
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Government* argued that since Adam was not born into authority but created equal, any
political power must derive from the consent of the governed rather than divine right. This
marked a signi?cant shift in seventeenth-century political writing, where Adam?s legacy
was reworked to support constitutionalism and civil liberties.

Religious Dimensions and Political Implications

The seventeenth century?s intense religious con?icts deeply in?uenced political writing,
and Adam?s biblical identity was central to these debates. The Puritan movement, for
instance, drew extensively on Adamic theology to advocate for moral reform and political
change. The concept of original sin, inherited from Adam, was used to justify strict moral
codes and theocratic governance.

Moreover, Adam?s role in the Fall was often interpreted as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of disobedience and rebellion. Monarchs and their supporters invoked this
narrative to warn against revolutionary impulses, framing political dissent as a form of
hubris akin to Adam?s transgression. Conversely, dissenters and reformers used the same
biblical story to argue that redemption and renewal were possible, thus legitimizing
political upheaval.

Adam and the Puritan Political Ethos

Puritan writers focused on Adam?s fallenness to stress the need for a godly society
governed by divine law. The emphasis on personal and communal piety translated into

political advocacy for a system that re?ected biblical principles. This theological reading of
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Adam in?uenced the political culture of the Commonwealth period, when England brie?y
experimented with republican government under Oliver Cromwell.

Puritan political tracts often linked Adam?s disobedience to the corruptions of earthly
rulers, suggesting that just as Adam failed his divine mandate, so too did monarchs fall
their duty to govern justly. This theological critique fostered support for political reform
and the establishment of a covenant between rulers and the ruled, grounded in religious
obligation.

Comparisons and Contrasts in Adamic Political Imagery

The use of Adam in seventeenth-century political writing in England was far from
monolithic. Its adaptability allowed di?erent factions to co-opt the ?gure to suit their
ideological goals. Comparing these uses reveals the complexity and dynamism of political
thought during this volatile era.

Royalist vs. Republican Views: While royalists saw Adam as the original
monarch

with divinely ordained authority, republicans viewed him as an equal individual

whose fall necessitated social contracts.

Theological vs. Secular Interpretations: Some writers emphasized Adam?s
2.

spiritual signi?cance and original sin as foundations for political obedience, whereas

others focused on his natural rights and human equality.
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Conservative vs. Reformist Uses: Conservatives used Adam?s story to resist
3.

change and uphold tradition, while reformists highlighted themes of renewal and
redemption to justify political transformation.

This spectrum of interpretations underscores the centrality of biblical symbolism in
shaping seventeenth-century English political ideologies and the enduring relevance of
Adam as a conceptual tool.

Pros and Cons of Using Adam as a Political Symbol

The deployment of Adam in political writing carried both advantages and limitations. On
the positive side, Adam?s universal familiarity and theological weight lent authority and
immediacy to political arguments. The ?gure?s ambiguity allowed for diverse ideological
appropriations, facilitating dialogue and contestation.

However, reliance on Adamic symbolism also posed risks. Its theological basis could
alienate secular audiences or those of di?ering religious convictions. Moreover, the
malleability of Adam?s image sometimes led to contradictory interpretations that
complicated consensus-building and muddled political messaging.

Legacy and In?uence on Later Political Thought

The seventeenth-century engagement with Adam in political writing in England laid
important groundwork for later developments in political philosophy. The debates
surrounding Adam?s role in governance anticipated key themes of the Enlightenment,

such as the nature of authority, individual rights, and the social contract.
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Subsequent thinkers like Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Thomas Hobbes grappled with
similar questions, albeit with di?erent emphases. The seventeenth-century focus on Adam
helped to anchor discussions about human nature and political legitimacy in a shared
cultural and religious context, making the transition to more secular theories smoother.

In literary and political history, the ?gure of Adam remains a testament to the interplay
between religion and politics, illustrating how ancient narratives can be repurposed to
address contemporary challenges. The richness of Adam?s symbolism in seventeenth-
century political writing in England continues to invite scholarly attention and
reinterpretation.

In examining adam in seventeenth century political writing in e, it becomes clear that the
?gure of Adam was not merely a theological curiosity but a vital element in the
contestation over power, authority, and human nature. His enduring presence in political
discourse re?ects the complexity of seventeenth-century English society and its e?orts to
reconcile divine order with emerging ideas of governance and rights.
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