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best highrises 2014 15 the international highrise is a phrase that calls to mind
an

exciting period in skyscraper design and construction. During these years, the global
skyline witnessed some of the most innovative, awe-inspiring, and sustainable highrises
that not only reshaped cityscapes but also pushed the boundaries of modern architecture.
From towering glass facades to environmentally conscious designs, the international
highrise scene in 2014 and 2015 showcased a blend of creativity, engineering excellence,
and urban functionality.

In this article, we?Il explore some of the standout highrises of that era, delve into the
trends that de?ned the period, and understand why these structures left a lasting
impression in the world of skyscrapers.

The Era of Innovation: Understanding Highrises in 2014 and 2015

The years 2014 and 2015 marked a turning point in the evolution of skyscrapers globally.
Architects and developers no longer focused solely on height; instead, they embraced a

holistic approach emphasizing sustainability, technology, and human-centric design. This
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period re?ected a growing awareness of environmental impact and urban living quality.
Emergence of Sustainable Skyscrapers

One of the most remarkable trends during these years was the rise of eco-friendly
highrises. Green building certi?cations like LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design) became a priority for new developments. Highrises started integrating:

Energy-e?cient glass and insulation systems to reduce heat loss and gain

Renewable energy sources such as solar panels and wind turbines

Advanced water recycling and rainwater harvesting systems

3.

Smart building technologies to optimize energy consumption

4.

These innovations not only reduced environmental footprints but also lowered operating
costs, making sustainable highrises attractive to tenants and investors alike.

Global Collaboration and Cultural In?uence

The international nature of highrise development during 2014 and 2015 brought together
architects from di?erent countries, blending diverse cultural elements into their designs.

This global collaboration enriched the architectural landscape, resulting in buildings that
re?ected local heritage while embracing cutting-edge technology.

For example, the in?uence of Asian design principles emphasizing harmony and natural
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light became evident in many new projects, while Western architects contributed
innovations in structural engineering and facade technology.

Notable Best Highrises 2014 15 The International Highrise

Let?s take a closer look at some of the most iconic highrises completed or highlighted
internationally during this period. These buildings represent the best of architecture,
engineering, and urban design.

One World Trade Center, New York City

Though o?cially completed in 2014, One World Trade Center symbolized resilience and
modernity. Standing at 1,776 feet, it was the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere
at the time. Its design combined safety innovations with striking aesthetics, featuring a
glass facade that re?ected the sky and surrounding cityscape.

What set One World Trade Center apart was its integration of sustainable technologies,
including rainwater harvesting and advanced HVAC systems, earning it LEED Gold
certi?cation. It remains a powerful example of how highrises can be both monumental and
environmentally responsible.

The Shard, London

Completed in 2012 but still prominent in the international highrise conversation by
2014-15, The Shard continued to in?uence architectural trends worldwide. Designed by
Renzo Piano, this 95-story skyscraper rede?ned London?s skyline with its jagged glass

form resembling a shard of glass.
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The Shard?s mixed-use functionality, housing o?ces, residences, and a hotel,
demonstrated the trend toward vertical cities where multiple urban needs converge. Its
energy-e?cient systems and natural ventilation strategies showcased how tall buildings
could reduce their carbon footprint.

Shanghai Tower, Shanghai

Shanghai Tower?s completion in 2015 was a landmark achievement. As China?s tallest
building and the second tallest globally at 632 meters, it stunned the world with its
twisting design. The double-skin facade reduced wind loads and improved insulation,
making it one of the most sustainable supertall buildings.

Beyond its height, Shanghai Tower featured sky gardens, high-speed elevators, and a
robust structural system designed to withstand typhoons and earthquakes. It embodied
the international highrise spirit of combining height, safety, and sustainability into a single
structure.

International Commerce Centre, Hong Kong

The International Commerce Centre (ICC) in Hong Kong, completed slightly earlier but still
a landmark in 2014-15 discussions, represented the booming Asian skyline. At 484
meters, ICC was the tallest building in Hong Kong and a hub for business and hospitality.
Its sleek glass facade and modern amenities made ICC a favorite for multinational
corporations, while its advanced engineering included smart building controls and energy
management systems. ICC illustrated how highrises could be both luxurious and e?cient.

Key Trends De?ning the International Highrise Scene in 2014-15
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Looking beyond individual buildings, the best highrises 2014 15 the international highrise
period was de?ned by several overarching trends that continue to shape skyscraper
design today.

Mixed-Use Developments

Vertical integration of living, working, shopping, and leisure spaces became a hallmark of
new highrises. Developers recognized the value of creating self-contained urban hubs that
minimized commuting and fostered community interaction.

This approach not only optimized land use in crowded cities but also enhanced the
experience for occupants by providing convenience and diversity within a single structure.
Advanced Building Materials and Technologies

Innovations in materials like ultra-strong concrete and lightweight composite panels
allowed architects to push design limits. Facades evolved from simple glass boxes to
dynamic skins that responded to environmental conditions, improving energy e?ciency
and occupant comfort.

Technologies such as Building Information Modeling (BIM) improved coordination during
construction, reducing errors and delays. Smart sensors and automation systems began to
appear, enabling real-time monitoring of building performance.

Focus on Human Experience

There was a growing understanding that skyscrapers must support occupants? well-being.

Natural light, indoor air quality, noise reduction, and access to green spaces became
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design priorities.

Many highrises incorporated terraces, sky gardens, and panoramic viewing platforms to

connect people with nature even at great heights. This human-centric focus helped

transform highrises from mere o0?ce towers to vibrant vertical communities.

What Made These Highrises Stand Out Internationally?

Beyond their physical characteristics, the best highrises from 2014 and 2015 gained

international recognition due to several factors:

Architectural innovation: Unique forms and structural systems that challenged

traditional skyscraper norms.

Sustainability: Commitment to reducing environmental impact set new industry
2.

standards.

Cultural relevance: Designs that respected and re?ected local history and

3.

context.

Technological integration: Use of cutting-edge construction techniques and

4,

smart building technologies.

Urban impact: Positive contributions to their cities through public spaces,
transit
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connections, and economic vitality.

These attributes helped position the best highrises 2014 15 the international highrise as
more than just tall buildings?they became icons of modern urban life.

Tips for Appreciating and Exploring International Highrises

If you?re fascinated by skyscrapers and want to experience the best highrises from this
period, here are some tips to enhance your exploration:

Visit observation decks: Many international highrises o?er panoramic views
that

provide a unigue perspective on city skylines.

Learn about the architecture: Guided tours and visitor centers often share

insights into the design philosophy and engineering marvels behind the building.

Explore mixed-use spaces: Spend time in retail areas, restaurants, or public
3.

plazas within or around the highrise to see how these buildings function as urban

centers.

Research sustainability features: Understanding green technologies used can
4,

deepen your appreciation for the building?s environmental contributions.
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Follow architectural awards: Many of these buildings receive international
5.

recognition?tracking these awards can help identify current and upcoming icons.
Looking Ahead: The Legacy of Best Highrises 2014 15 The

International Highrise

The highrises that de?ned 2014 and 2015 set a new benchmark for future skyscrapers.
Their blend of height, sustainability, cultural sensitivity, and technology continues to
in?uence architects and developers worldwide. Today?s skyscrapers build on this legacy
by incorporating even smarter systems, more resilient materials, and stronger

connections to their urban environments.

For anyone passionate about architecture or urban planning, studying the best highrises
from this international period o?ers valuable lessons on how buildings can shape cities
and lives in meaningful ways. Whether it?s the twisting elegance of Shanghai Tower or the
symbolic strength of One World Trade Center, these structures remind us that skyscrapers
are much more than engineering feats?they are expressions of human ambition and
creativity reaching skyward.

Question

Answer

What is 'The International

Highrise 2014/15' publication

about?
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'The International Highrise 2014/15' is a publication that

showcases the best high-rise buildings completed or

prominent during 2014 and 2015, highlighting

architectural innovation, design trends, and engineering

achievements in skyscraper construction worldwide.

Which highrises were

featured as the best in 'The

International Highrise

2014/15?

The publication features several standout highrises from

around the world completed in 2014 and 2015, including

the Cactus Towers in the Netherlands, the Salesforce

Tower in San Francisco, and the MahaNakhon Tower in

Bangkok, among others.

Who publishes 'The

International Highrise' series?

"The International Highrise' series is published by the

Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat (CTBUH), a

leading authority on tall building design, construction,

and urban development.

Vol. 2023, Issue 11
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What criteria are used to

select the best highrises in

"The International Highrise

2014/15?

The selection criteria include architectural design
quality, structural innovation, sustainability features,
urban impact, and the contribution of the highrise to its
city's skyline and community.

How does 'The International

Highrise 2014/15' contribute

to the ?eld of architecture?

The publication serves as a comprehensive resource
documenting trends, innovations, and exemplary
projects in tall building design, providing architects,
engineers, and urban planners with insights and
inspiration.

Are sustainability and green

design features highlighted

in 'The International Highrise

2014/15?

Yes, sustainability is a key focus, with many featured
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buildings showcasing energy-e?cient systems, green

materials, and designs that minimize environmental

impact.

Can | ?nd detailed

architectural drawings and

photographs in 'The

International Highrise

2014/15?

Yes, the publication includes detailed photographs,

architectural renderings, ?oor plans, and technical data

to provide a thorough understanding of each featured

highrise.

Where can | purchase or

access 'The International

Highrise 2014/15'?

‘The International Highrise 2014/15' can be purchased

through the CTBUH website or accessed via academic

libraries and institutions specializing in architecture and

urban studies.

Vol. 2023, Issue 11
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Excellence

best highrises 2014 15 the international highrise marked a pivotal period in the
evolution of urban architecture, showcasing an impressive array of skyscrapers that
rede?ned city skylines across the globe. This era was characterized by a blend of
innovative design, sustainable technology, and functional versatility, re?ecting the shifting
priorities of modern urban development. As cities grappled with increasing population
density and environmental challenges, the best highrises of 2014 and 2015 emerged not
only as architectural marvels but also as benchmarks for future highrise projects.

The international highrise scene during this timeframe was notable for its
diversity?ranging from towering commercial hubs in Asia to mixed-use residential
complexes in Europe and North America. This article delves into an investigative analysis
of the standout projects from 2014 to 2015, highlighting their architectural features,
technological advancements, and urban impact.

Architectural Innovations and Design Trends in 2014-15

Highrises

The period of 2014-15 saw a surge in highrise buildings that embraced both aesthetic
sophistication and environmental consciousness. Architects experimented with ?uid
forms, dynamic facades, and sustainable materials, signaling a departure from the purely
utilitarian skyscraper towards structures that contribute positively to the urban fabric.

One of the de?ning features of these international highrises was the integration of green

technologies. From photovoltaic glass panels to rainwater harvesting systems, these
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buildings set new standards for energy e?ciency. The emphasis on LEED certi?cation and
other sustainability metrics became more pronounced, re?ecting global awareness of
ecological footprints in urban construction.

Key Design Characteristics

Mixed-Use Functionality: Many highrises combined residential, commercial,
and

recreational spaces, promoting a live-work-play environment within a single vertical

community.

Adaptive Facades: Dynamic exteriors that respond to environmental conditions,
2.

such as shading devices and ventilated double-skin facades, enhanced occupant

comfort while reducing energy consumption.

Iconic Silhouettes: Architects pushed the boundaries of form, creating eye-

3.

catching pro?les that contribute to city identity and branding.

Smart Building Systems: Integration of 10T and building management systems
4.

optimized operational e?ciency and user experience.

Notable Highrise Projects of 2014-15

Examining the best highrises 2014 15 the international highrise showcases several
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projects that stood out for their innovation and impact.

Shanghai Tower, China

Although completed in 2015, Shanghai Tower was under construction during this period
and represented a landmark in supertall building design. Standing at 632 meters, it is the
second tallest building in the world. Its distinctive twisting form reduces wind loads on the
structure by 24%, demonstrating the application of aerodynamic principles in skyscraper
engineering. The tower?s double-skin facade and integrated wind turbines contribute to an
energy-e?cient pro?le, achieving a LEED Platinum certi?cation.

The Leadenhall Building (?The Cheesegrater?), London, UK

Completed in 2014, this highrise is a prime example of innovative structural design. Its
tapered form allows for panoramic views while optimizing the available ?oor space. The
building incorporates sustainable features such as rainwater recycling and energy-e?cient
lighting systems. Located in the City of London, it has become an architectural icon with
its bold, angular geometry.

One World Trade Center, New York City, USA

O~cially opened in late 2014, One World Trade Center symbolizes resilience and renewal.
At 541 meters, it became the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere. The design
combines security, sustainability, and aesthetics, featuring a reinforced concrete core,
energy-e?cient glazing, and a public observation deck that enhances urban engagement.

Comparative Analysis: Performance and Urban Integration
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When evaluating the best highrises from the international scene of 2014-15, it is essential
to consider not only their height and visual impact but also their operational performance
and integration within the urban context.

Energy E?ciency and Sustainability Metrics

Across these projects, energy consumption was a critical focus. Buildings like Shanghai
Tower and One World Trade Center implemented advanced HVAC systems, daylight
harvesting, and renewable energy sources to reduce their carbon footprint. Such e?orts
contributed to signi?cant operational cost savings and aligned with global environmental
goals.

Social and Economic Contributions

Many of these highrises served as catalysts for economic growth, attracting businesses,
residents, and tourists. Mixed-use developments, in particular, fostered vibrant
communities that reduced urban sprawl and promoted sustainable city living. However,
some critiques emerged regarding a?ordability and the gentri?cation e?ects surrounding
these towers.

Structural and Engineering Innovations

Innovative engineering solutions allowed these skyscrapers to reach unprecedented
heights while maintaining safety and comfort. The use of tuned mass dampers, high-
strength concrete, and composite materials exempli?ed the cutting-edge construction
technologies employed during this period.

Emerging Trends and the Future of International Highrises
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Post-2015

The advancements seen in the best highrises 2014 15 the international highrise set the
stage for evolving trends in skyscraper development. Moving forward, there is a growing
emphasis on resilience against climate change, enhanced occupant well-being, and digital
integration.

Architects and developers are increasingly considering how highrises can contribute to
urban ecosystems through green roofs, vertical gardens, and enhanced biodiversity.
Additionally, the rise of smart cities is pushing for buildings that communicate and adapt
in real-time, fostering more responsive and sustainable urban environments.

While the projects from 2014-15 remain reference points for architectural excellence, the
continued innovation in materials science, engineering, and environmental technology
promises an exciting future for international highrise construction.

The legacy of the best highrises 2014 15 the international highrise lies not just in their
impressive skylines but in their role as pioneering examples of how vertical architecture
can harmonize design, sustainability, and urban life.

best highrises 2014, best highrises 2015, international highrise award, highrise
architecture 2014, highrise architecture 2015, top skyscrapers 2014, top skyscrapers

2015, highrise design award, sustainable highrises, innovative skyscraper designs



